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D orothy Kobler was a strong woman. Although she never got a movie made

about her, or a caped costume, or the ability to fly, the woman was a super
hero.

As a young woman, with a deaf mother and deaf younger sister, Dorothy became chief cook and
bottle washer at the tender age of seven. Taking her hand-me-down violin, she would play on

street corners for coins. You know, to help with rent and food and health care and…

Graduating from Med-tech school, she became a phlebotomist, fulfilling her dream of working in

the medical field by drawing blood from patients.

But that dream was short lived as life had other plans. She married, had four beautiful girls,
divorced, married again and had one son. They are still here. Sadly, Dorothy is not. She

completed life’s journey on March 18, 2022, using up every ounce of energy that 96 year old body
had to offer. Natural causes they say, but we suspect a super villain. Age couldn’t defeat a woman
this strong.

Speaking of super-strength, Dorothy worked for an ad agency in Minneapolis in the 60s, over-
seeing a staff of 32. A woman of power in the Mad Men age, her unlimited might was still not

massive enough to break the glass ceiling. It took two men to replace her.

In the 70s, she and her husband Fred Kobler, along with her three youngest moved to Florida to
start a new life and new career.

But life wasn’t done throwing curveballs. The “Great Opportunity” that lured them to the
Sunshine state quickly unraveled, leaving Dorothy’s crew at the mercy of life’s whims once again.

With the rug pulled out from under them, they reinvented themselves again. And again. And yet
again. We mentioned the superpower thing, right?
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They built a whole new life here in the South. Dorothy started her own catering company out of
her kitchen. They got involved in the church at St. Paul’s. They found their way into a grand social

circle, loving bridge club, Sundowners, and Murder Mystery parties.

But here, now, at the end of her journey, she’s suffered losses as we all do. Losing her mother,

sister, brother-in-law, Son-in-law, grandson, nephew, and so many many friends that 96 years
gives and takes. And mostly, her beloved Fred over 25 years ago. Her kids moved away, all
following the strength that had been lovingly embedded in their DNA. Five kids, all followed their

own dreams and dispersed to the four corners of the country. Dorothy gave them all dreams,
love, spirit and that damn superstrength to live large, stand tall, and the courage to be who we

wanted to be.

Dorothy was born on October 28, 1925 and died March 18, 2022. She’s remembered by her
children, Candy, Sue, Kris, Kobbie, and Flip, her 9 Grandchildren and an ever growing squad of

Great and Great-great grandchildren. Building that superhero dynasty.

Services will be held at Cypress Palms of Largo, 400 Lake Ave NE, Largo, on April 9th at 2:15pm.

In lieu of flowers, the family ask that donations, in Dorothy's memory, be sent to:

Art Alamo
7013 Kestrel Lane Greensburg, PA 15601.

Donations that are sent will be directed to Cypress Palms Assisted Living & Unitarian Universalists
of Clearwater.
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Celebration of Life

Cypress Palms of Largo

400 Lake Ave NE, Largo FL 33771

Events Dorothy I. Kobler
OCT  28, 1925 - MAR  18, 2022

Saturday, April 9, 2022

2:15 PM ET

PAGE 5 OF 10

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=27.9212392,-82.7695838


Tribute Wall Dorothy I. Kobler
OCT  28, 1925 - MAR  18, 2022

EH Eloise Hardman posted:

Dorothy and I, and my husband, became friends when we were all in the same Covenant Group that

met monthly through our church, Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater. We'd often discuss Sunday

messages, politics and life on our drives to/from church, or lunch outings. We had so much fun. That

coffee-loving, very wise and intelligent woman, whose eyes twinkled so brightly and whose smile

warmed the soul..a joy and a person of great concern for social justice. Dorothy. A woman I continue

to love and respect. Eloise Hardman

March 26 at 6:35 PM

KA

Richard Osborn March 31 at 8:34 AM

From the time we met Dorothy and her husband Fred (in Brooklyn Center MN to the many

occasions we socialized with them here in Pinellas county, we always found her to be a bright

and loving person. She was an amazing and generous hostess and for many years a member of

the SUJNDOWNERS club.

Kobbie Alamo shared an album called Mom/Grandma & the Alamos.

March 23 at 6:57 AM

RO
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KA Kobbie Alamo shared 8 photos to the Mom/Grandma & the Alamos album. March 23 at 6:57 AM

Rosemary Kramer April 9 at 3:11 PM

I am so sorry for your loss. I have many, many fond memories of both Dorothy and Fred when

they lived in Minnesota as well as Florida. Great folks and great friends. Love to all.

Enedina Alamo March 23 at 3:15 PM

I pray that she is at last resting in peace with her loved ones that are gone, remembering the

times we spend with our mutual wonderful family and the hard working woman who liked to

bake and cook and fought till the end with all her strength, love you Dorothy❤️😘🙏🏻

RK
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Dorothy by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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